Occurrence

The sound of our voices dissipates like a thin
mist on that morning ten thousand small lives
were ushered into vapor. We were surrounded
by the ghosts of dead things, dead limbs, dead
trees. A trip to the hospital solved nothing. Or so
October’s nurse told us. A faint beeping could
be heard. Then it stopped. All this to say autumn
was in our midst, winter looming in our
immediate future.

Redshift

Mid-sentence, her demeanor changes. He should
have known, should have seen it coming, the
stem of the glass snapping like a thin bone in a
hand. Another hand closing like a heavy-handed
rhyme. The rhyme giving in to stone, and the
stone ground to sand in an hourglass. All this in
the minutes before dawn. All this in the
moments to come.
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